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'Wherefore then serveth the Caw? It was added 6ecause of 
transgressions , till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained 6y angels in the hand of a mediator" 

[Gal. 3: 19] 

"Wherefore the Caw was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ , that 

we might 6e justified by faith" 

» [Gal, 3: 24], 
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Ellen G. White several times changed her view 
on the Law in the Epistle to the Galatians: 

- The position of Elder J. H. Waggoner in regard to the "added law" was incorrect [1856/1887] 

- There are two distinct laws: one is the law of types and shadows ... another in the law of Jehovah: the 
ceremonial law ceased to be of force at the death of Christ [Jul 29, 1886] 

- Brother E. J. W.'s [Waggoner's] teachings in regard to the two laws is contrary to the light which God 
had given us [Feb 18, 1887]. 

- I cannot remember... caution and warning given to Elder [J.H.] Waggoner [Apr 5, 1887], 

- I have no knowledge of taking any position in this matter [Oct 14, 1888]. 

- I have not with me the light God had given me on this subject [Oct 14, 1888]. 

- I have not taken any position... lam not prepared to take a position yet... I cannot take my position on 
either side ... / lost the manuscript and for two years could not find it... God has a purpose in this [Oct 24, 
1888]; 

- I have not changed my views in reference to the law in Galatians... I have not told you that my views are 
not changed in regard to the law in Galatians. [Dec 9,1888]; 

- I said ... question at issue is not a vital question ... And for the first time I began to think it might be we 
did not hold correct views after all upon the law in Galatians ... [Nov or Dec, 1888] 

- They had lost confidence in Sister White ... [Nov or Dec, 1888] 

- Many hours that night were spent in prayer in regard to the law in Galatians... God was with me, working 
with me and by me for the benefit of His people... [Dec, 1888]; 

- As to the law in Galatians, I have no burden and never have had... [Mar 8, 1890] 

- My testimonies had not changed in character, in influence ... / have nothing to say, no burden in regard 
to the law in Galatians. [Mar 13, 1890] 

- The law was out schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ... apostle is speaking especially of the Moral law. 
[Jun 6, 1896] 

-1 am asked concerning the law in Galatians. What law is the school-master to bring us to Christ? I answer: 
Both the Ceremonial and the Moral code of Ten Commandments [1900] 

- God forbids that the subject of the two laws should ever again be agitated as it then was. [Nov 19-20, 
1902] 

- Ignoring the decision of the general council at Jerusalem, they urged upon the Gentile converts the 
observance of the ceremonial iaW [1911] 
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- Myths and Facts about Minneapolis Conference of 1888 - 


Introduction. 

"Minneapolis, Minn., Oct. 17. - The annual world's conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists church opened here this morning with 150 delegates present'. This news was 
published at Milwaukee Daily Journal, Oct 17, 1800; Saginaw Evening News, Oct 17; 
Evening Press, Oct 18, etc. 


Seventh Way AdventUfc Conference. 

Minneapolis, Mimr., Oct. 17.—The annual 
world’s conference of the Seventh-day Ad¬ 
ventists church opened here this morning 
with InO delegates present and Eider S. N. 
Haskell, of Loudon, Eng., in the chair. The 
day was spent in organization. 


Milwaukee Daily Journal, 1800, Oct 17, Wed, p. 1. 


The famous Minneapolis Conference left a deep imprint on the history of the SDA 
church and inflicted a spiritual wound on many of its participants. Commonly SDA church 
members believe that in 1888 God sent an important message to His church, which was 
delivered through Elders Alonzo T. Jones and Ellet J. Waggoner who preached about 
Righteousness by Faith. Church leaders rejected God's message and His messengers. 
Ellen G. White was almost alone who recognized a precious message and supported 
God's messengers. ( According to the SDA church belief the Gift of Prophecy that is an 
identifying mark of the remnant church was manifested in the ministry of Ellen G. White ).’ 

But actually the story on the Minneapolis Conference had at least three major aspects: 
the first was a discussion on the Law in Epistle to the Galatians; the second and the most 
important one was loss of confidence in Ellen White's Testimonies; and the third was a 
message on 'Righteousness by Faith'. 


1 Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Pub. Association, 2010): 162. 
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1. George I. Butler, Letter to E. G. White (Oct 1,1888). 


One of the main questions of the Minneapolis Conference was the "added Law" (Gal. 
3:19) and "our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ" (Gal. 3:24), so it is important to get 
acquainted with this issue, that had happened in the SDA church before the Conference. 

The prehistory of the Minneapolis Conference can be found in the letter of the President 
of the General Conference of the SDA church George I. Butler that he sent to Ellen White 
shortly before the conference. This letter remains unknown to the majority of the SDA 
church members. 2 

In the letter, G. Butler reminded Sister White about the previous discussions in the church 
on the Law from the Epistle to the Galatians. This subject was already a controversial issue 
in the early history of SDA church. 3 



George I. Butler (1834-1918) 


Ellen G. White (1827-1915) 


Bro. Butler wrote: "At first the view entertained by Eld. [J.H.] Waggoner that the added 
law in Galatians was the Ten Commandments obtained quite a number of our leading 
brethren, your husband, Elder Smith, Eld. Andrews, Eld. Bates, and others; but with this 
view some of our brethren, especially those in Vermont, could not agree. Eld. Waggoner’s 
view was published in his pamphlet The Law of God’ (1854) 4 quite fully. 5 

"Father Stephen Pierce and others were greatly pained for they felt that this position was 
incorrect (9) <...> He was so distressed <...> and came all the way to Battle Creek <...> 
and talked with your husband and Eld. Smith, and presented his reasons why this added 

2 Butler, George, I. Letter to E. G. White (Battle Creek, Ml: Oct 1,1888) Available from: 
https://m.eawwritinas.org/en/book/936.529 and https://archive. 0 rg/details/G.l.ButlerT 0 E.G.Whitel 888 

3 The further sentences are taken from Butler's letter; references to the literature were added by M.Teppone. 

4 Waggoner, John, H. The Law of God (Rochester, NY: Advent Review Office, 1854): 1 20. 

5 Page numbers of Butler's letter are given in the text in parentheses. 
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law could not be the moral law; and from that time they both accepted the position that we 
held on that subject, and have always held it firmly ever since" (10). 

Later Bro. Pierce wrote an article, published in Review and Herald, 6 that was a response 
to the Bro. Merriam's question regarding the Law in Galatians. 7 

"The Controversy on this point continued, but the views held by Eld. Waggoner gradually 
lost their hold upon the mass of our ministers. <...> The time came when your Testimony 
was brought in, and it weighted heavily in favour of the view held by us, that the added 
Law was not the Ten Commandments, but referred to those law (10) peculiarly Jewish". 

"Eld. Waggoner’s pamphlet which contained his views on this subject was taken out of 
print <...> The view was considered settled by the larger part of our people <...> This 
course I know was pursued for years <...> The public attitude of your husband, brother 
Smith, the publishing house, etc. have been unmistakably since the point were your 
testimony came in, settled on this question" (11). 


A 


Joseph H. Waggoner (1820-1889) and his 

Then G. Butler quoted from the letter sent by Ellen White to E. J. Waggoner and A. T. 
Jones on Feb 18, 1887: "I have some things to say to you that I should withhold no longer. 
I have been looking in vain as yet to get an article that was written nearly twenty years ago 
in reference to the added Law. I read this to Elder [J.H.] Waggoner, I stated then to him that 
I had been shown his position in regard to the law was incorrect, and from the statements 
made to him he has been silent upon the subject many years" (12). 8 


6 P. S. "Answer to Bro. Merriam's Question Respecting the Law of Gal. iii." Review and Herald, 10 (1857): 180. 

7 "Questions by Bro. Merriam." Review and Herald, 10 (1857): 21. 

8 White, Ellen, G. Letter to E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones (Basel, Switzerland, Feb 18, 1887). Lt 37, 1887; 
The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials (EGW 1888), 1887, 1(1): 21-31. [Ellen G. White Estate Washington, D.C.: 
Available from: http://text.egwwritings.org] 


ratiixxn 
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pamphlet: The Law of God. 
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Bro. Butler continued his letter: "The opening up of this question as it has been on the 
pacific coast during the last four years is fraught with evil and only evil" (13/1). 

"When I went to California in the spring of 1886, I was surprised to learn that at the 
Healdsburg College this subject had been agitated for some two years, and that diligent 
efforts had been made to indoctrinate young minds who came to that institution for instruction 
from different parts of the pacific coast with a knowledge of their theological views <...> I was 
visited by the president and others, to ascertain how I stood on the question, and they stated 
the difficulties in which they found themselves. It made serious trouble in the conference in 
planning their tent companies, those who held Waggoner’s view of it thought it was so 
important, that their fellow - labours must agree with them or they could not tolerate them. 

I did not raise the question myself but these questions were referred to me" (13/2). 

"During the summer of 1886 E. J. Waggoner’s lessons to be used in all the Sabbath 
Schools 9 in the world contained pointed references on this subject, and all the ingenuity he 
was capable of using was (14) brought in to substantiate this view. <...> "These were 
followed by a long series of argumentative articles in the Signs of the Times 10 same summer, 
in which he did his very best to make his views prominent and give them as wide a 
circulation as possible" (15). 

"I knew that Eld. E. J. Waggoner was not a fool, and would not go in this bold and 
unprecedented manner on his own responsibility. Neither have I ever believed that you 
could really sanction such a movement. But I have believed and do to the present time that 
your son W. C. White is more responsible (17) for it than any other man. <...> these young 
men who have ventured to come out in this public, defiant way would hardly have dared to 
without some one of large influence back of them I can never believe. <...> 



Elders, Alonzo T. Jones (1850-1923) and Ellet J. Waggoner (1855-1916). 


9 Editorial, "Sabbath Schools Lessons." Youth Instructor, 34 (1886): 55, 59, 63, 67, 71,75, 79, 83, 87, 91,95, 
99, 103, 107, 111. 

10 Waggoner, Ellet J. "Comments on Galatians 3." Signs of the Times, 12 (1886): 438, 454, 486, 502, 518-519. 
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"Not only were these public efforts made through the Signs of the Times, Healdsburg 
college, and Sabbath school lessons, but Eld. E. J. Waggoner came to the General Conference 
expressly to fight this battle under the patronage of Eld. S. N. Haskell" (18). 

"Not a word has been said in public or any way that there was anything wrong in all this 
course. (Of course I expect here your private statement to them), but brother Haskell comes 
on and comes into my private family, enjoying my hospitality through out the meeting, with 
brother B. L. Whitney also both filled with this spirit of opposition (19). 

"And now let us calmly and briefly consider what have been the benefits of this raid for 
the last three or four years on this subject of Galatians (24). <...> This matter has been 
pushed to the front by E. J. Waggoner and those who have sustained him, through the 
length and breadth of the land" (25). 

George I. Butler also described his poor health and exhaustion (1 -2, 5) as a result of the 
current issue with the Law in the Epistle to the Galatians (5). He was surprised by Sister 
White's letter that she reproached him for his activity to solve the problem (7-9, 21) despite of 
the fact that he did far less than he should do being a President of the General Conference 
(15-16). He informed Ellen White that because of his weak condition now it seems to him 
to be improbable that he would be able to attend the forthcoming General Conference (37). 



William C. White (1854-1937), Stephen N. Haskell (1833-1922), Buel L. Whitney (1845-1888). 11 


2. Ellen White's View on the Law in the Epistle to the Galatians. 

In the very beginning of the discussion about the 'Law in Galatians', Ellen White took a 
straight position against John H. Waggoner's view, who considered that Paul wrote on the 
Moral Law; later, closer to 1888, her view on that 'Law' was a little shaken, and then 
changed completely to the opposite site and even more. 


11 Some of the pictures were taken from the "Faces at Minneapolis," Advent. Heritage, 1988, Jan 1,13(1): 12-20. 
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In 1856 James White, Ellen White, U. Smith and others met for two days in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, and decided that [J. H.] Waggoner was wrong in identifying the law in Galatians 
as the Ten Commandments. James White withdrew Waggoner's book from circulation. 12 

There is no original Testimony of Ellen White sent to Elder J. H. Waggoner, but it had 
been written and she mentioned about it in 1887: "I have been looking in vain as yet to get 
an article that was written nearly twenty years ago in reference to the 'added law.' I read 
this to Elder [J. H.] Waggoner. I stated then to him that I had been shown [that] his position 
in regard to the law was incorrect, and from the statements I made to him he has been 
silent upon the subject for many years". 13 

In 1886 Ellen White wrote an article about 'two laws' and she stressed on the mistakes 
that are common among some of the Christians: "There are some who do not understand 
the plan of redemption, but make the death of Christ an argument to prove that the law of 
God is abolished. <...> there are two distinct laws brought to view. One is the law of types 
and shadows, which leached to the time of Christ, and ceased when type met antitype in 
his death. The other is the law of Jehovah, and is as abiding and changeless as his eternal 
throne". 14 



Lhe Scripturos. There are two distinct laws 
brought to view. Ono is the law of types and 
shadows, which reached to tho time of Christ, 
and ceased when typo met antitype in his 
death. The other is the law of Jehovah, and is 
as abiding and changeless as his eternal throne. 
After the crucifixion, it was a denial of Christ 
for tho Jews to continue to offer tho burnt of¬ 
ferings and sacrifices which were typical of his 
death. Jt was saying to tho world that they 
looked for a Redeemer to come, and had no 
faith in Him who had given his life for the sins 
of the world. Honce the ceremonial law ceased 
to bo of force at the death of Christ. 


White, E. G. "Christ and the Law." Signs of the Times, 12 (1886): 449. 


Due to the fact that E. J. Jones and A. T. Waggoner again began to spread an old view 
on the 'Law in Galatians,' which had been already rejected by the Church, Ellen White 
wrote them a letter: "I have something to say to you that I should withhold no longer. I have 
been looking in vain as yet to get an article that was written nearly twenty years ago in 
reference to the 'added law.' I read this to Elder [J. H.] Waggoner. I stated then to him that I 


12 Cottrell, Roswell F. "The Sanctuary Doctrine. - Asset or Liability?" (San Diego, CA: Assoc, of Adventist 
Forums meeting, 9 Feb, 2002). 

13 White, E. G. Lt 37, 1887; EGW 1888, 1887, 1(1): 21. 

14 White, E. G. "Christ and the Law." Signs of the Times, 12 (1886): 449. 
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had been shown [that] his position in regard to the law was incorrect, and from the statements 
I made to him he has been silent upon the subject for many years <...> Letters came to me 
from some attending the Healdsburg College in regard to Brother E. J. W.'s [Waggoner's] 
teachings in regard to the two laws <...> I wrote immediately protesting against their doing 
contrary to the light which God had given us in regard to all differences of opinion, and I 
heard nothing in response to the letter <...>! did see years ago that Elder [J. H.] Waggoner's 
views were not correct, and read to him matter which I had written" (Feb 18, 1887). 15 

Shortly after this letter Ellen White already forgot all her previous testimonies related to 
the 'two laws' and to the Law in Epistle to the Galatians. So in the letter to G. I. Butler it is 
written: "I cannot remember that which I have been shown in reference to the two laws. I 
cannot remember what the caution and warning referred to were that were given to Elder 
[J. H.] Waggoner (Apr 5, 1887). 16 

According to Ellen White explanation, her heavenly 'guide' in the night vision while she 
still was in Europe, stretched out his arms toward Dr. Waggoner, and to Elder Butler, and 
said in substance as follows: "Neither have all the light upon the law, neither position is 
perfect" (Oct 14, 1888). 17 

To make a further story shorter, next excerpts from Ellen G. White's letters, manuscripts 
and articles are given in chronological order in abridged form: 

- "I have no knowledge of taking any position in this matter. I have not with me the light 
God had given me on this subject, and which had been written, and I dared not make any 
rash statement in relation to it till I could see what I had written upon it" (Oct 14,1888). 18 

- "I want to tell you, my brethren, that I have not taken any position; <...> I cannot take 
my position on either side until I have studied the question. <...> I lost the manuscript and 
for two years could not find it. God has a purpose in this" (Oct 24, 1888). 19 

- "The question at issue {Law in Galatians} is not a vital question and should not be 
treated as such" (Nov or Dec, 1888). 20 

- "The different views in regard to the law in Galatians need not have produced any such 
exhibitions. I have not the slightest burden upon that subject. God has not inspired all this 
intense feeling over that subject. I have not a particle of burden on that subject" (May 2,1889). 21 

15 White, E. G. Lt 37, 1887; EGW 1888, 1887, 1(1): 21-22. 

16 White, E. G. Letter to G. I. Butler and Uriah Smith. (Basel, Switzerland: Apr 5, 1887). Lt 13, 1887; EGW 
1888, 1(2), 1887:32. 

17 White, E. G. Letter to Elder George I. Butler. (Minneapolis, MN: Oct 14, 1888). Lt 21, 1888; EGW 1888, 
1(8), 1888: 93. 

18 White, E. G. Lt 21, 1888. EGW 1888, 1 (8), 1888: 92. 

19 White, E. G. Morning Talk. (Minneapolis, MN: Oct 24, 1888). Ms 9, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(16), 1888:152-153. 

20 White, E. G. Looking Back at Minneapolis (Nov or Dec, 1888). Ms 24, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(24), 1888: 220. 
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- "Now brethren, I have nothing to say, no burden in regard to the law in Galatians" (Mar 
13, 1890). 22 

- "The law was out schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith. In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the 
moral law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ, and to flee 
unto him for pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (Jun 6, 1896). 23 

- "The law of God, as presented in the Scriptures, is broad in its requirements. Every 
principle is holy, just, and good. The law lays men under obligation to God <...> As the 
sinner looks into the great moral looking-glass, he sees his defects of character. He sees 
himself just as he is, spotted, defiled, and condemned. But he knows that the law cannot in 
any way remove the guilt or pardon the transgressor. He must go farther than this. The law 
is but the schoolmaster to bring him to Christ" (Apr 5, 1898). 24 


There is no safety nor repose nor justification 
in transgression of the law. Man cannot hope 
to stand innocent before God, and at peace 
with him through the merits of Christ, while 
he continues in sin. lie must cease to trans¬ 
gress, and become loyal and true. As the 
sinner looks into the great moral looking-glass, 
he sees his defects of character. He sees him¬ 
self just as he is, spotted, defiled, and con¬ 
demned. But he knows that the law cannot 
in any way remove the guilt or pardon the 
transgressor. He must go farther than this. 
The law is but the schoolmaster to bring him 
to Christ. He must look to his sin-bearing 
Saviour. And as Christ is revealed to him 
upon the cross of Calvary, dying beneath the 
weight of the sins of the whole world, the 
Holy Spirit shows him the attitude of God to 
all who repent of their transgressions. “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 



White, E. G. "The Perfect Law." Review and Herald, 75 (1898): 213. 


- "I am asked concerning the law in Galatians. What law is the school-master to bring us to 
Christ? I answer: Both the ceremonial and the moral code of Ten Commandments" (1900). 25 


21 White, E. G. Letter to J. Fargo. (Canton, PA, May 2, 1889). Lt 50, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(36), 1889: 295. 

22 White, E. G. Letter to W. C. White and wife. (Battle Creek, Ml: Mar 13, 1890). Lt 83, 1890; EGW 1888, 
2(77), 1890: 632. 

23 White, E. G. Letter to U. Smith. (Sunnyside, Cooranbong, N.S.W., Jun 6, 1896). Lt 96, 1896; EGW 1888, 
4(182), 1896: 1575. 

24 White, E. G. "The Perfect Law." Review and Herald, 75 (1898): 213-214. 

25 White, E. G. "The Law in Galatians." (Oakland, CA, 1900). Ms 87, 1900; EGW 1888, 4(201), 1900:1725. 
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- "It is not essential to understand the precise particulars in regard to the relation of the 
two laws" (Aug 27, 1902). 26 

- "I have been instructed that the terrible experience at the Minneapolis Conference is 
one of the saddest chapters in the history of the believers in present truth. God forbids that 
the subject of the two laws should ever again be agitated as it then was. <...> This 
question must not be revived" (Nov 20, 1902). 27 

There are obvious contradictions between Ellen White's testimonies written in the 
different time and related to the one and the same Law in Epistle to the Galatians. 
Contradictions are presented even in one and the same letter: "/ have not changed my 
views in reference to the law in Galatians <...> I have not told you that my views are not 
changed in regard to the law in Galatians" (Dec 8, 1888). 28 

3. Fall of Ellen G. White's authority, mentioned at her writings. 

During the Conference some of the SDA church leaders already started doubting in Ellen 
White's testimonies; so she noticed it in her letters and she blames that people were not 
with Christ: 

- "When Jesus is not abiding in the soul, the natural tendency to doubt, question, and 
criticize will extend to God's Word, as well as to the testimonies, and the habit of caviling will 
ruin the soul. <...> Even the inspiration of the Scriptures has been under the judgment of 
finite man, and they have dealt with the oracles of God in the same manner as they have 
with the testimonies of the Spirit of God, cutting and carving them at will, as it pleased them, 
and in so doing, making them of none effect. Those who do this, know not what they are 
doing" (Nov 1, 1888). 29 

- "When I plainly stated my faith there were many who did not understand me and they 
reported that Sister White had changed. Sister White was influenced by her son, W. C. White, 
and by Elder A. T. Jones" (Nov-Dec, 1888). 30 

- "Our brethren never did have and never will have any greater evidence that God was 
with me, working with me and by me for the benefit of His people, than they had at that 


26 White, E. G. Letter to Brethren and Sisters of the Iowa Conference. (Aug 27, 1902). Lt 134, 1902; EGW 
1888, 4(210), 1902: 1782. 

27 White, E. G. Letter to C. P. Bollman. (Elmshaven, CA: Nov 19, 1902). Lt 179, 1902; EGW 1888, 4(211), 
1902: 1796. 

28 White, E. G. Letter to W. M. Healey. (Battle Creek, Ml: Dec 9, 1888). Lt 7, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(21), 1888: 
186, 189. 

29 White, E. G. Letter to Brethren Assembled at General Conference. (Minneapolis, MN: Nov 1, 1888). Ms 15, 
1888; EGW 1888, 2(18), 1888: 173. 

30 White, E. G. Ms 24, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(24), 1888: 218. 


11 




Myths and Facts about Minneapolis Conference of 1888 


conference. It was evident that a delusion was upon our brethren. They had lost confidence 
in Sister White, not because Sister White had changed but because another spirit had taken 
possession and control of them. Satan's purpose is, through his devices, to make of none 
effect the testimonies of the Spirit of God. If our brethren had been divested of prejudice, if 
they had had the Spirit of Christ and spiritual discernment, reasoning from cause to effect, 
they would not have borne false witness against me. They would not have made the 
statement that Sister White was influenced by W. C. White, A. T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner" 
(Nov-Dec, 1888). 31 

- "Because I came from the Pacific Coast they would have it that I had been influenced by 
W. C. White, Dr. Waggoner, and A. T. Jones. <...> Just as though the Lord was not present 
at that conference, and would not keep His hand on the work! <...> My testimony was 
ignored, and never in my life experience was I treated as at that conference" (Dec 9,1888). 32 

- "You (U. Smith) and Brother Butler have taken credit for having great penetration and 
discernment, when it is registered in the heavenly record as thinking evil, speaking evil, 
and harboring prejudice and evil-surmising <...> I tell you the work God has given me to 
do has not suffered and is not likely to suffer half as much from open opposers as from my 
apparent friends, those who appear to be defenders of the Testimonies, but are their real 
assailants; who weaken them and make them of none effect" (Dec 11, 1888). 33 

- "Both in the Battle Creek tabernacle and in the college the subject of inspiration has been 
taught, and finite men have taken it upon themselves to say that some things in the 
Scriptures were inspired and some were not. <...> The testimonies have been treated in 
the same way; but God is not in this" (Jan 18, 1889). 34 

- "My ministering brethren came to that conference with a spirit that was not the Spirit of 
God. They were under a deception in regard to me. If the Spirit of God had impressed and 
controlled their hearts they would not have taken a position so wide of the mark in judging 
me, my position and work. After plainly stating my position I said that as long as my brethren 
thought that I was influenced in my judgment and work by W.C. White, A. T. Jones, or Dr. 
Waggoner, they need not send for me to attend their camp-meetings or conferences <...> 
You thought that your own judgment was superior to the light that God had given me" (Jan 
18, 1889). 35 


31 White, E. G. Ms 24, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(24), 1888: 225. 

32 White, E. G. Lt 7, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(21), 1888:186-187. 

33 White, E. G. Letter to G. I. Butler and wife. (Battle Creek, Ml: Dec 11, 1888). Lt 18, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(22), 
1888: 190, 194. 

34 White, E. G. Letter to R. A. Underwood. (Battle Creek, Ml: Jan 18, 1889). Lt 22, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(25), 
1889:238. 

35 White, E. G. Lt 22, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(25), 1889: 240. 
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- "Many times in my experience I have been called upon to meet the attitude of a certain 
class, who acknowledged that the testimonies were from God, but took the position that this 
matter and that matter were Sister White's opinion and judgment. <...> If the preconceived 
opinions or particular ideas of some are crossed in being reproved by testimonies, they have 
a burden at once to make plain their position to discriminate between the testimonies, 
defining what is Sister White's human judgment, and what is the word of the Lord. Everything 
that sustains their cherished ideas is divine, and the testimonies to correct their errors are 
human - Sister White's opinions. They make of none effect the counsel of God by their 
tradition. 

- "Brother Butler is on the wrong track. God has not given the work into his hands to set 
up his human wisdom to put his hand on the sacred ark of God. When sitting in judgment 
upon the living oracles of God, did he consider that God had placed upon him the work to 
pass judgment as to what is inspired in the Word of God and what is not inspired? Has 
God committed the work to him to state what sort of degrees of inspiration attend some 
utterances and what is wanting in others?" <...> Did God put the burden upon him? I answer, 
No, He never gave any such burden to any mortal man. And if he had not become exalted 
he would never have dared to put his hand on sacred things to cut and carve the sacred 
Scriptures as he has ventured to do (Jan, 1889). 36 

- "I never labored in my life more directly under the controlling influences of the Spirit of 
God. God gave me meat in due season for the people, but they refused it for it did not 
come in just the way and manner they wanted it to come. <...> I made the statement that 
not a word of conversation had passed between me and Brethren Jones and Waggoner 
nor my son Willie upon the Law in Galatians <...> I repeated this several times, because I 
saw they were determined not to take my testimony" (May 12, 1889). 37 

- "The light given me was that after a few superficial performances in private or public, 
they were filled with the accusing spirit, with evil surmisings, and several have acknowledged 
they did not want to say that Sister White lied, but they did say they did not believe she 
told the truth when she stated that she had not had conversation with W. C. White, Elder 
Waggoner, or Elder Jones" (May 12, 1889). 38 

- "Night before last, the Lord opened many things to my mind. It was plainly revealed what 
your (U.Smith) influence has been, what it was in Minneapolis. I knew for day by day the 
Lord revealed this to me, and ever since that meeting I have known that you were deceived 

36 White, E. G. "The Discernment of Truth." (Jan, 1889). Ms 16, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(28), 1889: 257-258. 

37 White, E. G. Letter to Children of the Household. (May 12,1889). Lt 14,1889; EGW 1888, 1(38), 1889: 308-310. 

38 White, E. G. Lt 14, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(38), 1889: 323. 
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and deceiving others that you will not only have in the day of final accounts to meet your 
own course of action but the result of your influence upon other minds. You have refused 
my testimonies given me for you from the Lord just as much have you labored to make 
them of none effect as did Korah, Dathan and Abiram. You have done this and thus it is 
charged against you in the books of heaven" (Mar 8, 1890). 39 




Uriah Smith (1832-1903) George I. Butler (1834-1918) 

- "You (U.Smith) set their {other brothers} minds against the testimony of the Spirit of 
God. You led their feet in a path where God was not leading you. The spiritually blind has 
been leading those whom he might have led in a path of faith and confidence and peace. 
Do not labor so hard to do the very work Satan is doing. This work was done in Minneapolis. 
Satan triumphed. This work has been done here" (Mar 8,1890). 40 

- "One brother thinks that Sister White doesn't understand her own testimonies. Heard 
that in Minneapolis. Why? Because the brethren did not agree with them. Well, there are 
some things that I understand. I understand enough to acknowledge the Spirit of God and 
to follow the voice of the Shepherd" (Mar 9, 16, 1890). 41 

"Bro. and Sr. Garmire, <...> You have taken the history of the disobedient prophet, as 
given in the Old Testament, and applied it to Sr. White. You say she is perfectly honest, 
but the deceived prophet" (Aug, 1890). 42 

- "Because the message of Sister White in testimonies given did not harmonize with 
their ideas, the testimonies were made of no account, except it indicated their ideas. So 
persistently have they followed their own ways in this matter, that should reproof be given 


39 White, E. G. Letter to U. Smith. (Battle Creek, Ml: Mar 8, 1890). Lt 59, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(72), 1890: 599. 

40 White, E. G. Lt 59, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(72), 1890: 601. 

41 White, E. G. Sermons. (Battle Creek, Ml: Mar 9, 16, 1890). Ms 2, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(73), 1890: 616. 

42 White, E. G. Letter to Bro and Sr. Garmire. (Aug, 1890). Lt 11, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(88), 1890: 701. 
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to the evils that shall arise, the ones reproved will say, 'Sister White's testimonies are no 
longer reliable. Brn. Smith, Butler, and other leaders no longer have confidence in them.' 
These men have sown the seed and the harvest will surely follow" (Aug 27, 1890). 43 

- "Elder Smith is ensnared by the enemy and cannot in his present state give the 
trumpet a certain sound. Elder Butler is in the same condition" (Oct 7, 1890). 44 

- "I hear everywhere I go objections to the testimonies, quoting Elders Smith and Butler 
They do not believe the testimonies; they do not accept that which Sister White has had in 
reproof of their course. <...> These men are and have been for years counteracting the 
work the Lord would have done to keep clear eyesight in the church and purge them from 
wrongs <...> They are unfaithful; they do not work with the captain of our salvation and 
keep step with the providence of God" (Oct 7, 1890) 45 

- "You (U.Smith) have virtually said, 'I have not confidence in the message Sister White 
bears'. You are far more guilty in taking the position that you have taken than these who 
know me not. You have known the character of my work from the beginning of our 
acquaintance" (Nov. 25, 1890). 46 

- "You (U.Smith) must know if you are not blinded, that my testimonies have not 
changed, that I have not changed in character or in my work, and hope through the grace 
of God, never to swerve to the right or to the left to have harmony with you or Elder Butler 
or any elder in the ranks of Sabbath-keepers" (Nov. 25, 1890). 47 

- "When you (U.Smith) have stated that Sr. White was influenced by W. C. White, A. T. 
Jones, and E. J. Waggoner, you have planted in hearts infidelity that has been nourished 
and has borne fruit <...> they will say, 'O, Sr. White is influenced. Some one has told her 
these things. If Elder Smith who knows all about the testimonies says this is only her own 
opinion and her own judgment, and he does not accept the teachings of the testimonies, 
and he such a good man, I will follow his example and I will risk it'." (Dec. 31,1890). 48 

- "There was much talking, much suspicioning, criticizing Sister White's testimonies. It 
passed from lip to lip of those who ought to know better, that Sister White was influenced. 
'Of course, if this is the danger to be apprehended, we cannot depend upon her 
testimonies any more'. I suppose if I had challenged them to tell me when, at what time 

43 White, E. G. Letter to O. A. Olsen. (Petoskey, Ml: Aug 27, 1890). Lt 116, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(89), 1890: 704. 

44 White, E. G. Letter to O. A. Olsen. (Battle Creek, Ml, Oct. 7,1890). Lt 20, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(92), 1890: 714. 

45 White, E. G. Lt 20, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(92), 1890: 715. 

46 White, E. G. Letter to U. Smith. (Brooklyn, NY: Nov 25, 1890). Lt 73, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(94), 1890: 732. 

47 White, E. G. Lt 73, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(94), 1890: 734. 

48 White, E. G. Letter to U. Smith. (Battle Creek, Ml: Dec 31, 1890). Lt 40, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(102), 1890: 794. 
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and place, this work changed which made of none effect the testimonies because 
corrupted or contaminated with human influence, it would not have been so easy to specify 
the precise time. One would have said, 'It was certain years ago when Sister White's 
testimony was in marked contrast to the way I understand the Scriptures'." (1890). 49 


4. Precious Light and God's Messengers 
mentioned at Ellen G. White's writings. 

The main topic of the Conference was the Law in the Epistle to the Galatians, but as we 
saw before, Ellen White said nothing about it. Instead of she began to promote a "precious 
light" brought by Jones and Waggoner. As it can be seen from the texts cited above, in 
connection with the change in Ellen White's view of the "Law", the leaders of the church 
lost confidence in her prophetic gift. Wanting to rectify the situation, Ellen White shifted the 
attention of delegates from herself to the preaching of Jones and Waggoner, claiming that 
God through His messengers had sent a precious message to the church. She accused 
the leaders of the church that they rejected this message and God's messengers. 

During ten years after the Conference Ellen White repeated many times a story about 
the precious light, sent by God's messengers Jones and Waggoner: 

- "Here I want to tell you what a terrible thing it is if God gives light, and it is impressed 
on your heart and spirit, for you to do as they did. God will withdraw His Spirit unless His 
truth is accepted <...> But a counterinfluence pressed in, and the evil angels were working 
through the congregation to raise doubts that would cause disbelief so that it would shut 
out every ray of light that God would permit to shine. No more could Christ do in such a 
place" (Oct, 1888). 50 

- "Elders Jones and Waggoner presented precious light to the people, but prejudice and 
unbelief, jealousy and evil-surmising barred the door of their hearts that nothing from this 
source should find entrance to their hearts" (May, 1889). 51 

- "You (M. and H. Miller) may encase yourselves in pride, and continue to reject Christ 
in the person of his messengers. If you do this, the words of the apostle will find an 
application in your case, as in the time of the Jews: 'He came to his own, and his own 


49 White, E. G. "Light in God’s Word.” (1890). Ms 37, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(105), 1890: 828. 

50 White, E. G. Sabbath Talk. (Minneapolis, Ml: Oct 20, 1888). Ms 8, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(12), 1888: 124. 

51 White, E. G. Lt 14, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(38), 1889: 309. 
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received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name'." (Jul, 1889). 52 

- "If men who have occupied leading positions feel at liberty to despise the message 
and the messenger, their unbelief is no reason for others to do the same. Our salvation is 
an individual work. Neither Brother Smith, Brother Butler, nor any other mortal man can 
pay a ransom for my soul or yours in the Day of Judgment. In that day there will be no 
excuse to offer for neglecting to receive the message the Lord sent you" (Jul, 1889). 53 

- "as the precious message of present truth was spoken to the people by Brn. Jones 
and Waggoner, the people saw new beauty in the third angel's message, and they were 
greatly encouraged. They testified to the fact they had never before attended meetings 
where they had received so much instruction and such precious light" (Aug, 1889). 54 

- "The message we bear at this time is from above. Its influence upon human hearts 
of all who have received it is good and the fruits are good; while some stand criticizing and 
passing judgment both upon the message and the messenger sent of God' (Nov, 1889). 55 

- "We have traveled all through to the different places of the meetings that I might stand 
side by side with the messengers of God that I knew were His messengers, that I knew 
had a message for His people. I gave my message with them right in harmony with the 
very message they were bearing" (Feb, 1890). 56 

- "If we place ourselves in a position that we will not recognize the light God sends or 
His messages to us, then we are in danger of sinning against the Holy Ghost. Then for us 
to turn and see if we can find some little thing that is done that we can hang some of our 
doubts upon and begin to question! The question is, has God sent the truth ? Has God 
raised up these men to proclaim the truth? I say, yes, God has sent men to bring us the 
truth that we should not have had unless God had sent somebody to bring it to us. God 
has let me have a light of what His Spirit is, and therefore I accept it, and I no more dare to 
lift my hand against these persons, because it would be against Jesus Christ, who is to be 
recognized in His messengers" (Mar, 1890). 57 

- "But the message and the messengers have not been received but despised. I longed 
that those who have greatly needed the message of divine love would hear Christ's knock 

52 White, E. G. Letter to Elders M. and H. Miller. (Battle Creek, Ml: Jul 23, 1889). Lt 4, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(46), 
1890:398. 

53 White, E. G. Lt 4, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(46), 1890:418. 

54 White, E. G. "Camp-Meeting at Williamsport, Pa." Review and Herald, 66 (1889): 513-514. 

55 White, E. G. Letter to Brethren and Sisters. (Battle Creek, Ml: Nov 20, 1889). Lt 18, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(55), 
1889:499. 

56 White, E. G. "Responding to New Light." (Battle Creek, Ml: Feb 3, 1890). Ms 9, 1890; EGW 1888, 1(62), 
1890: 542. 

57 White, E. G. Ms 2, 1890; EGW 1888, 2(73), 1890: 608. 
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at the door of the heart, and let the heavenly guest enter. But at the hearts of some Jesus 
has knocked in vain. In rejecting the message given at Minneapolis, men committed sin. 
They have committed far greater sin by retaining for years the same hatred against God's 
messengers, by rejecting the truth that the Holy Spirit has been urging home" (Mar, 1890). 58 

- "God has committed to his servants a message for this time; but this message does 
not in every particular coincide with the ideas of all the leading men, and some criticize the 
message and the messengers. They dare even to reject the words of reproof sent to them 
from God through his Holy Spirit" (Nov, 1890). 59 . 

- "There has been a separation of the soul from God; many have cut off the communication 
between him and the soul by refusing his messengers and his message. <...> The Lord 
has sent a message to arouse his people to repent, and do their first works; but how has 
his message been received? While some have heeded it, others have cast contempt and 
reproach on the message and the messenger" (Dec, 1890). 60 

- "Righteousness, if received, would have illuminated the soul - temple, and driven out 
the buyers and sellers, the pride of opinion and the lust of the flesh. But there are some 
who have criticised and depreciated, and even stooped to ridicule, the messengers 
through whom the Lord has wrought in power" (Mar, 1891 ). 61 

- "The sin committed in what took place at Minneapolis remains on the record books of 
heaven, registered against the names of those who resisted light, and it will remain upon 
the record until full confession is made, and the transgressors stand in full humility before 
God <...> Those who claim to know the truth, and yet lay every obstacle in the way so that 
light shall not come to the people, will have an account to settle with God that they will not 
be pleased to meet. God manages His own work and woe to the man who puts his hand to 
the ark of God" (Sep, 1892). 62 

- "You [F. & H. Belden] did unite with those who resisted the Spirit of God. You had all the 
evidence that you needed that the Lord was working through Brethren Jones and Waggoner; 
but you did not receive the light; and after the feelings indulged, the words spoken against 
the truth, you did not feel ready to confess that you had done wrong, that these men had a 

58 White, E. G. Article read at the General Conference of 1891. (Mar 12, 1890). Ms 30, 1890; EGW 1888 , 
2(114), 1890:913. 

59 White, E. G. "Danger in Adopting Worldly Policy in the Work of God." (Salamanca, NY: Nov 3, 1890). Ms 
61, 1890; EGW 1888, 3(116), 1890:954. 

60 White, E. G. "Be Zealous and Repent." Review and Herald, 67 (1890): 1-2; EGW 1888, 2(99), 1890: 764. 

61 White, E. G. "Our Present Dangers." (Mar 24, 1891). Ms 48, 1891; General Conference Daily Bulletin, 4 
(1891): 260; EGW 1888, 2(11), 1891:904. 

62 White, E. G. Letter to O. A. Olsen. (North Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia, Sep 1, 1892). Lt 19d, 1892; EGW 
1888, 3(124), 1892: 1031-1032. 
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message from God, and you had made light of both message and messengers. Never 
before have I seen among our people such firm self-complacency and unwillingness to 
accept and acknowledge light as was manifested at Minneapolis" (Nov, 1892). 63 



Madison B. Miller (1844-1917) Franklin E. Belden (1858-1945) 


- "They will be asked in the judgment, 'Who required this at your [Ings] hand, to rise up 
against the message and the messengers I sent to my people with light, with grace and 
power? Why have you lifted up your souls against God? Why did you block the way with 
your own perverse spirit? And afterward when evidence was piled upon evidence, why did 
you not humble your hearts before God, and repent of your rejection of the message of 
mercy He sent you?" (Jan, 1893). 64 

- "There is no reason that either of you [Van Horn] can offer before the great white throne, 
when the Lord shall asked you, Why did you not unite your interests with the messengers I 
sent ? Why did you not accept the message I senfthrough my servants? Why did you watch 
these men to find something to question and doubt, when you should have accepted the 
message that bore the imprint of the most High'?" (Jan, 1893). 65 

- "The message would go in greater and still greater power. And shall such men as 
Elder Smith, Elder Butler, and yourself [Van Horn], be left behind in the special message 
and work for this time to carry the people forward and upward to a higher, holier state of 
spirituality? Is the work that has been going on since the Minneapolis meeting of God? If 


63 White, E. G. Letter to Frank Belden and Hattie Belden. (Adelaide, South Australia, Nov 5, 1892). Lt 2a, 
1892; EGW 1888, 3(130): 1066-1067. 

64 White, E. G. Letter to Elder William Ings. (Melbourne, NSW, Australia, Jan 9, 1893). Lt 77, 1893; EGW 
1888, 3(130), 1893: 1126. 

65 White, E. G. Letter to I. D. Van Horn. (Melbourne, Vic., Australia, Jan 20, 1893). Lt 61, 1893; EGW 1888, 
3(137), 1893: 1137. 
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not, it is of another spirit. 'By their fruits ye shall know them'. I know that the Lord is in this 
work, and no one can silence the messenger whom God sends, or repress the message. 
The Lord will be heard through his human agencies. And if any man refuses to accept the 
light and walk in it, that light will not continue to shine upon him" (Jan, 1893). 66 




Isaac Doren van Horn (1834-1910) 

- "The message would go in greater and still greater power. And shall such men as 
Elder Smith, Elder Butler, and yourself [ Van Horn], be left behind in the special message 
and work for this time to carry the people forward and upward to a higher, holier state of 
spirituality? Is the work that has been going on since the Minneapolis meeting of God? If 
not, it is of another spirit. 'By their fruits ye shall know them'. I know that the Lord is in this 
work, and no one can silence the messenger whom God sends, or repress the message. 
The Lord will be heard through his human agencies. And if any man refuses to accept the 
light and walk in it, that light will not continue to shine upon him" (Jan, 1893). 67 

- "Those who have despised the men who have borne the message of God, have 
despised not the men, but the Lord who has given them their message and their work. All 
this God will require at their hands. The Lord's work needed every jot and tittle of 
experience that he had given Eld. Butler and Eld. Smith; but they have taken their own 
course in some things irrespective of the light God has given" (Jun, 1894). 68 

- "The very men whom God has entrusted with a message for his people have not been 
treated with respect; and A. R. Henry had those in harmony with him, had the power been 
in their hands would have rejected, not only the message, as they have done, but the 

66 White, E. G. Lt 61, 1893; EGW 1888, 3(137), 1893: 1141. 

67 White, E. G. Lt 61, 1893; EGW 1888, 3(137), 1893: 1141. 

68 White, E. G. To S. N. Haskell. (Granville, N.S.W., Australia, Jun 1, 1894). Lt 27, 1894; EGW 1888, 3(153), 
1894: 1248. 
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messengers whom God has sent. These men were intrusted with a work to do for the Master, 
and had their mouths been stopped, had their voices been silenced, God would have raised 
up others to do this work. If no human voice could be heard, He could have given a tongue 
to the stones to proclaim the very message he would have come to men" (Oct, 1894). 69 

- "Some have been cultivating hatred against the men whom God has commissioned to 
bear a special message to the world. They began this satanic work at Minneapolis. Afterward, 
when they saw and felt the demonstration of the Holy Spirit testifying that the message was 
of God, they hated it the more, because it was a testimony against them. They would not 
humble their hearts to repent, to give God the glory, and vindicate the right. They went on in 
their own spirit, filled with envy, jealousy, and evil surmisings, as did the Jews" (May, 1895). 70 

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through 
Elders Waggoner and Jones. This messages was to bring more prominently before the 
world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It presented 
justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness of 
Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God <...> This is 
the message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third angel's message, 
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit 
in a large measure <...> This message of the gospel of His grace was to be given to the 
church in clear and distinct lines, that the world should no longer say, Seventh-day 
Adventists talk the law, the law, but do not preach or believe Christ". 71 

- "If you [Olsen] reject Christ's delegated messengers, you reject Christ" (May, 1895). 72 

- "My brother [Lindsay], why do you cherish such bitterness against Elder A. T. Jones 
and Elder Waggoner? It is for the same reason Cain hated Abel. Cain refused to heed the 
instruction of God, and because Abel sought God, and followed His will, Cain killed him. 
God has given Brother Jones and Brother Waggoner a message for the people. You do 
not believe that God has upheld them, but He has given them precious light, and their 
message has fed the people of God. When you reject the message borne by these men, 
you reject Christ, the Giver of the message. Why will you encourage the attributes of 
Satan?" (May, 1895). 73 


69 White, E. G. Letter to A. R. Henry. (Ashfield Camp-ground, N.S.W., Australia, Oct. 27, 1894). Lt 31a, 1894; 
EGW 1888, 3(158), 1894: 1299-1300. 

70 White, E.G. Letter to O. A. Olsen. (Hobart, Tasmania, May 1, 1895). Lt 57, 1895; EGW 1888, 3(160), 1895: 
1325-1326. 

71 White, E.G. Lt57, 1895; EGW 1888, 3(160), 1895: 1337. 

72 White, E.G. Lt57, 1895; EGW 1888, 3(160), 1895: 1342. 

73 White, E.G. Letter to H. Lindsay. (Tasmania, May 1, 1895). Lt51a, 1895; EGW 1888, 3(161), 1895:1353. 
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Archibald R. Henry (1839-1909) Harmon Lindsay (1835-1919) 


- "I am sure from the light given me of God, the men, some of them who are the main 
movers in Battle Creek in councils, first need to confess to God their rejection of the 
messengers and the message He hath sent; then we shall see everything established after 
the fashion of the Holy Spirit, and not after the mind of imperfect men who are not under 
control to God" (Jul, 1895). 74 

- "The visible angel is not seen, but the messenger of God through whom that angel is 
communicating is seen and he voices the message of the angel who stands by his side 
<...> I have no smooth words of peace and safety to speak to the hypocrites in Zion, 
whose business it is to turn the truth of God into a lie. Words and works are on Satan's 
side of the question. Men who have had evidence piled upon evidence that the Lord has 
been at work among his people and yet these men have hated the messenger and the 
messages God has given him to proclaim <...> I knew that your [Belden] voice did more 
than any other voice to rob the treasury of God and to put means into selfish hands, into 
the hands of men that were not sanctified through the truth" (Nov, 1895). 75 

- "An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at the 
foundation of a large share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord's 
message through Brethren Waggoner and Jones. By exciting that opposition, Satan 
succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the special power of the 
Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining 
that efficiency which might have been their's in carrying the truth to the world, as the 


74 White, E. G. Letter to C. H. Jones. (Cooranbong, NS, Australia, Jul 8, 1895). Lt 35a, 1895; EGW 1888, 
4(167), 1895: 1410. 

75 White, E. G. Letter to F. E. Belden. (Armadale, Melbourne, Australia, Nov 13, 1895). Lt 13, 1895; EGW 
1888, 4(172), 1895: 1473-1474. 
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apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth 
with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great 
degree kept away from the world" (Jun, 1896). 76 

-" The man who rejects the Word of the Lord, who endeavors to establish his own way 
and will, tears to pieces the messenger and message which God sends in order to 
discover to him his sin in him. His own inclinations have influenced his conduct, and he 
has built himself up in a wrong way" (Aug, 1897). 77 

- "You [Henry] hated the messages sent from heaven. You manifested against Christ a 
prejudice of the very same character and more offensive to God than that of the Jewish 
nation. Nothing but spiritual blindness could so obscure your discernment that you would 
not see the working of the Spirit of God. You did see it, but you would not yield to it. You 
refused to admit the truth of the heaven-sent message. You, and all who like yourself, had 
sufficient evidence, yet refused the blessing of God, were persistent in refusing because at 
first you would not receive it" (Apr, 1898). 78 


5. Legends and Facts about Minneapolis Conference of 1888. 

A story on the Minneapolis Conference in 1888 had at least three major aspects: the 
first one was a discussion on the Law in Galatians; the second was loss of confidence in 
Ellen White's testimonies; and the third was a "precious light" on "Righteousness by Faith". 

5.1. Traditional in the SDA church view on the Minneapolis Conference. 

Misunderstanding of the real story of the Conference is resulted in the common for the 
SDA church approach expressed by Arthur W. Spalding: "If there is contradiction between 
what I write and what Sister White wrote, you will of course hold to Sister White <...> 
Sister White, besides being a main figure of the Minneapolis Conference, relied upon the 
inspiration of the Spirit of God". 79 

Majority of SDA church members have an idea that in 1888 leaders of the church rejected 
a "precious light" on Righteousness by Faith, and at the same time they rejected a 'Loud 
Cry' as well as a 'Latter Rain'. A. T. Jones wrote: "What is that message of righteousness? 


76 White, E. G. Lt 96, 1896; EGW 1888, 4(182), 1896: 1575. 

77 White, E.G. "God’s Messengers." Ms 92, 1897; EGW 1888, 4(191), 1897: 1646. 

78 White, E.G. Letter to A. R. Henry. (Stanmore, Sydney, Apr 20, 1898). Lt 15, 1898; EGW 1888, 4(194), 
1898: 1656. 

79 Spalding, Arthur W. Letter to Dr. Richard Lukens. (Crestview Gardens, Collegedale, TN: 1952, Aug 3). 
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The Testimony has told us what it is; the loud cry - the latter rain. Then what did the brethren 
in that fearful position in which they stood, reject at Minneapolis? They rejected the latter 
rain - the loud cry of the third angel's message". 80 

Chester McReynolds who attended this conference expressed a similar idea: From the 
pen of the Servant of God as published in the Review and Herald, Aug 13, 1889 I quote: 
“God has raised up men to meet the necessity of this time who will ‘Cry aloud and spare 
not,’ who will lift up their voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgressions, 
and the house of Jacob their sins ... lam sorry for anyone who was at the Conference in 
Minneapolis in 1888 who does not recognize that there was opposition and rejection of the 
Message that Lord sent to His people at that time. It is not too late yet to repent and 
receive a great blessing”. 81 



Chester McReynolds (1853-1937) Frank H. Westphal (1858-1944) 


Frank H. Westphal presented his imagination describing what happened at the conference: 
"It rings in my ears still how Sister White earnestly appealed to the conference to accept 
the message of justification by faith. She used some very strong terms such as the 
following: 'Don't think that wisdom is going to die with you! The Lord has men all prepared 
to step right in and carry the message to success. God is not dependent upon you to finish 
his work in the earth. She said that she had almost lost confidence in humanity and the 
Lord seemed to be on the point of taking the blessing of carrying the message to the world 
out of the hands of our people and raising up others to do the work' ”. 82 


80 Jones, Alonso T. 'The Third Angel's Message." N 7. (Battle Creak, Ml: Daily Bulletin of the General Conference), 5 
(1893): 183. 

81 McReynolds, Chester C. "Experiences while at the General Conference in Minneapolis, Minn, in 1888": 1-5. 

82 Westphal, Frank H. Letter to W. C. White regarding 1888. (San Diego, CA: Jun, 29, 1932): 1. 
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Some members of the SDA church even believe that God delayed Second Advent of 
Christ due to the spiritual crisis that happened in 1888: "We have the record of Sister 
White's statement to the effect that had we accepted the Minneapolis message we would 
have been in the kingdom within five years". 83 

Apologists of Ellen G. White usually confuse their readers by delivering a message that 
Ellen G. White was a solo hero who was fighting for the message on 'Righteousness by 
Faith' and for proper understanding the Law in Galatians. 84 Arthur Spalding writes: "Mrs. 
White stood like a rock in the midst of the storm... She did not take a position on the law in 
Galatians... but on the subject of Justification by faith she was emphatic". 85 



"Mrs. White stood like a rock in the midst of the storm" (Spalding, 1962: 293). "I have no knowledge of 
taking any position in this matter. I have not with me the light God had given me ..." (White, Oct 14, 1888). 

Similar description of the 'prophet' one can find in the book of Arthur G. Daniells: "In a great 
crisis that came over the principle of righteousness by faith in the latter part of the 80's and 
in the early 90's, the Lord's messenger took her stand almost alone by the side of those who 
brought this basic principle of Christian life and service to the forefront, amid either hesitancy 
or active opposition on the part of many". 86 


83 Ford, Desmond. "Ellen G. White, the Law in Galatians, and the Loud Cry." Manuscript. (Berrien Springs, Ml: 
Ellen G. White Estate, Branch Office, Andrews University), # DF 2265:17 pages, no date. 

84 Spalding, 1962, 2: 281-303; Crosby, Tim. "The Law and the Prophet." Adventist Review, 1986, 163(19): 12- 
13. Crosby, "Using The Law to No Prophet." Adventist Review, 163(20): 12-13. Crosby, "The Law of the 
Prophet." Adventist Review, 163(21): 12-13. Crosby, "A Law without Prophet." Adventist Review, 163(22): 9-10. 
Olson, Robert W. "1888-Issues, Outcome, Lessons." Ministry, 61(2), 1988: 4-10. Coon, Roger W. 
Minneapolis/1888: The 'Forgotten' Issue. (Loma Linda, CA: John Osborn Lectureship, Loma Linda University, 
October 23-25, 1988): 36. 

85 Spalding, Arthur W. "The issues of 1888". "Origin and History of Seventh-Day Adventists". (Washington, DC: 
The Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1962), 2: 293-294. 

86 Daniells, Arthur G. "The Abiding Gift of Prophecy." (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press Publishing 
Association, 1948/1936): 369. 
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5.2. Another side story of the Minneapolis Conference. 

Perhaps Ellen G. White foresaw for the impending storm, so she wanted to avoid the 
discussion of a question on the law in Galatians. Before the Ministerial seminar that had to 
precede the Conference Ellen White wrote in her private letter: "Elder Smith and Butler are 
very loathe to have anything said upon the law in Galatians, but I cannot see how it can be 
avoided" (Oct 9,1888). 87 

When Conference started a congregation was looking forward to hear God's revelation 
sent through Ellen White, but she refused to give any explanation concerning the 'Law in 
Galatians'. A prophet said that she had forgotten her testimonies addressed to Elder J. H. 
Waggoner, but she had not received a new divine revelation yet. 

As a result of the silence and indirect supporting the view that was contrary to her own 
previous explanation, leading brethren of the SDA Church had lost confidence in her 
testimonies. Some of the brethren tried to find excuse for her inconsistency assuming that 
only a portion of her testimonies were of divine origin, but gradation of the testimonies into 
divine and personal caused outrage by Ellen White. 88 

During the Conference and just after it Ellen White began to accuse leading brothers 
that due to doubts in the testimonies they allegedly insulted the Holy Spirit. She blamed 
brothers for rejecting the divine light, delivered by God's messengers. She pointed on the 
fact that resistance of the light and truth at Minneapolis, tended to make of no effect the light 
God had given to his people through the Testimonies. 

5.3. Church leaders did not Reject 'Righteousness by Faith' message. 

Some of the brethren used softer expressions that message of 1888 was not rejected at 
the Conference, but there were only some persons who rejected it. 89 

Bro. Asa T. Robinson wrote: "I was present at the Minneapolis General Conference 
meeting from the opening to the close. I heard no statements made that could be construed 
as rejecting the doctrine of justification by faith. What was spoken of as an offensive attitude 
on the part of the men who were conducting the studies was criticized severely by some, 
and at times they were made the subject of ridicule... For example, Elders U. Smith and A. 
T. Jones were discussing some features in connection with the ten kingdoms into which 
western Rome was divided. One day, Elder Smith, in his characteristic modesty, stated 
that he did not claim originally in the view he held on the subject, that he taken statements 

87 White, E. G. Letter to Mary White. (Minneapolis, MN, Oct 9, 1888). Lt 81, 1888; EGW 1888, 1(5), 1887: 67. 

88 White, E. G. Letter to R. A. Underwood. (Washington, DC: Jan 26, 1889). Lt 3, 1889; EGW 1888, 1(27), 
1889:255. 

89 White, Arthur L. Letter to Elder E. K. Slade (Walla Walla, Washington, DC: Aug 20, 1937), # DF 189: 4. 
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of such men as Clark, Barnes, Scott, and others mentioned, and drawn his conclusion 
from such authorities. In opening his reply, Elder Jones, in his characteristic style, began 
by saying, "Elder Smith has told you he does not know anything about this matter. I do, 
and I don't want you to blame me for what he does not know...". 90 

There are also some other good words which were expressed to support behavior of 
leading brothers during Minneapolis Conference: "All of those who today speak so strongly 
for Jones and Waggoner, and who unmercifully condemn Uriah Smith, are younger men 
who had no acquaintance with those men nor any experience in the events of the 1890's". 91 




AsaT. Robinson (1850-1949) 


Ole A. Olsen (1845-1915) 


According to the testimonies of the delegates, written at the St. Paul Pioneer Press, 
November 2 1888: "the present conference has been not only a significant one as regards 
the amount and character of the business done, but it has been unusually animated. 
Opinions have been freely expressed and discussed, perhaps with a little more freedom than 
customary. And yet the utmost harmony reigned, and all go away feeling that much has 
been accomplished". 92 

To secure her position Ellen White pushed her protege Ole A. Olson to be elected as a 
President of the General conference. 93 


90 Robinson, Asa T. "Did the Seventh Day Adventist Denomination reject the Doctrine of Righteousness by 
Faith?" Manuscript, Jan. 30, 1931, Available at http://www.adventistreview.org/2013-1528-p16. 

91 Spalding, 1952. 

92 Graybill, Ron D. "Faces of Minneapolis." Advent Heritage, 13(1), 1988:11. 

93 "When the nominating Committee began their work ... the chairman ... said to Sister White - What shall 
we do? ... Who can we get for President of the General Conference? Sister White said - have you thought of 
Eld. O. A. Olsen? He is in Scandinavia and did not come to this meeting. So he was elected, and remained 
in that office for several years" - Nash, R. T. Memories of Minneapolis. Letter to Arthur White. (Highlands, 
CA: Jul 9, 1955): 2. 
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[Previously, in 1882-1883 there was another crisis of confidence in the testimonies of 
Ellen White that started at the town Battle Creek that was a heart of SDA church. 94 After the 
completion of the main contradictions, the General Conference suggested Ellen White to 
visit churches in Europe. 95 She did not relish traveling to Europe at that time; 96 nevertheless 
she "decided to act on the judgment of the General Conference, and start on the journey, 
trusting in God". 97 In Europe Ellen White had opportunity to spend enough time with Bro. 
Olsen and she was favorably impressed with his spirituality and leadership skills. 98 ] 


Battle Creek, Michigan, ^ 
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Dear Bro. Canright: 

... And my reason is that Sr. W. has herself 
shut my mouth. In the "Special testimony to 
the B. C. Church ", quoted in the "Sab. 
Advocate Extra", (both of which I suppose 
you have seen) she has published me as 
having rejected not only that testimony, but 
all the testimonies. Now if I say that I hav'nt 
rejected them, I thereby show that I have, 
for I contradict this one ... 


Uriah Smith, Letter to Dudley M. Canright. - Battle Creak, Mich.: July 31, 1883." 


5.4. E. G. White, E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones after the Conference. 

After the conference Ellen White accompanied Elders Jones and Waggoner during their 
missionary trips with the preaching on a subject of Righteousness by faith. 

Anyone who searches history of the SDA church carefully can find that after Minneapolis 
Conference Jones and Waggoner were quite popular among the brethren, and their 
message on the Righteousness by faith was not rejected by the church. 100 Arthur L. White 
informed us that after the conference Bros. Jones and Waggoner were invited to conduct 
the Bible studies in the General Conference sessions held during next ten years. 101 


94 Smith, Uriah. Letter to Ellen G. White. (Battle Creek, Ml: 10 Aug 1882); Kaiser, Denis. The Distinction 
between “Testimony" and “Vision”, 1880-1930. (Berrien Springs, Ml: Andrews University, 2016): 100-103; 
White, Arthur L. Ellen White: Woman of Vision. (Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2000): 220-221. 

95 "General Conference Proceedings, 23 rd Annual Session." Review and Herald, 61 (1884): 713. 

96 White, A. Ellen White: Woman of Vision: 225. 

97 White, E.G. "Notes of Travel: From California to England." Review and Herald, 62 (1885): 577. 

98 Fortin, Denis, Jerry Moon. The Ellen G. White Encyclopedia. (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald 
Publishing Association, 2014): 482. 

99 It is available here: https://adventistdiqitallibrarv.org/adl-424440/uriah-smith-dudlev-m-canriaht-7-aua- 

1883?solr nav%5Bid%5D=6a676853b818cf723435&solr nav%5Bpaae%5D=0&solr nav%5Boffset%5D=3 

100 Wahlen, Clinton. "What did E. J. Waggoner say at Minneapolis?" Adventist Heritage, 13(1), 1988: 22-37. 

101 Arthur L. White, "Elders Jones and Waggoner and the Decade after 1888." Further Appraisal of the Manuscript: 
“1888-Re-Examined”. (Takoma Park, Washington, DC: General Conference, 1958), September: 6-7. 
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After reviewing the facts and events that occurred in 1888 one can make a conclusion 
that the main problem of the Minneapolis Conference dealt with Ellen White, but not with 
the brothers Butler, Smith, or Jones and Waggoner with their message. 

The crisis of 1888 was manifested in a global loss of confidence in Ellen White's 
testimonies by the leading brothers of the SDA Church. Robert W. Olson wrote: "It is the 
only General Conference session in Adventist history that was marked by open rebellion 
against Ellen White on the part of a large number of our ministers". 102 

Ellen White began sending letters to the brethren who have lost the credibility of her 
testimonies. But her attempts to accuse the brethren in Pharisaism and retreating failed to 
get tangible support. In connection with the shaken authority "the Foreign Mission Board has 
recommended that Sister White go to Australia, if it be in harmony with her sense of duty". 103 


5.5. Further attempts of Ellen G. White to explain a Law in Galatians. 

In 1896 being in Australia Ellen White sent a letter to Elder U. Smith where she wrote 
that in the Epistle to the Galatians in the verse about a 'Schoolmaster', apostle was 
speaking especially of the Moral law. 104 Two years layer Ellen White penned an article "The 
Perfect Law" published in Review and Herald and she again confirmed that God's Moral 
Law was the schoolmaster to bring sinner to Christ. 105 


There is no safety nor repose nor justification 
in transgression of the law. Man cannot hope 
to stand innocent before God, and at peace 
with him through the merits of Christ, while 
he continues in sin. He must cease to trans¬ 
gress, and become loyal and true. As the 
sinner looks into the great moral looking-glass, 
he sees his defects of character. He sees him¬ 
self just as he is, spotted, defiled, and con¬ 
demned. But he knows that the law cannot 
in any way remove the guilt or pardon the 
transgressor. He must go farther than this. 
The law is but the schoolmaster to bring him 
to Christ. He must look to his sin-bearing 
Saviour. And as Christ is revealed to him 
upon the cross of Calvary, dying beneath the 
weight of the sins of the whole world, the 
Holy Spirit shows him the attitude of God to 
all who repent of their transgressions. “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


<- 


Ellen G. White. The Perfect Law. Review and Herald, 75 (1898): 213. 


102 Olson, Ministry, 61(2), 1988: 4. 

103 Olsen, Ole A. "Our Duty to Advance." Review and Herald, 68 (1891): 344. 
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In 1899 the famous SDA magazine Review and Herald [Edited by A.T. Jones & U. Smith] 
published an article alleging that under the 'schoolmaster' the whole body of Israel law was 
meant. 106 Soon after Ellen White wrote in a manuscript on the Law of Galatians: "I am 
asked concerning the law in Galatians. What law is the school-master to bring us to Christ? I 
answer: Both the Ceremonial and the Moral code of Ten Commandments" (1900). 107 


Though it is true that the great subject in the 
book of Galatians is the true gospel as against 
a false gospel, salvation by faith of Jesus Christ 
and not by works of the law, still the question is 
asked, “What law is referred to in the phrase 
* works of the law , 1 which is several times used? 11 
The answer is, It is not any particular law exclu¬ 
sive of all other laws; it is any law at all, all laws, 
in the general idea of law. Accordingly the Re¬ 
vised Version puts in the margin each time, “works 
of law,” and other translations render it directly 
“ works of law , 11 as of the idea of law in general. 


"Though it is true that the great subject in the book of Galatians." 

Review and Herald, 76 (1899): 508. 

After returning to America, to prevent the revival of the old dispute, Ellen White penned: 
"I have been instructed that the terrible experience at the Minneapolis Conference is one 
of the saddest chapters in the history of the believers in present truth. God forbids that the 
subject of the two laws should ever again be agitated as it then was. <...> This question 
must not be revived" (1902). 108 In 1911, in the new book of "Acts of Apostles", Ellen White 
gave another comment: 'These false teachers were mingling Jewish traditions with the 
truths of the gospel. Ignoring the decision of the general council at Jerusalem, they urged 
upon the Gentile converts the observance of the ceremonial law'. 109 


While tarrying at Corinth, Paul had cause for 
serious apprehension concerning some of the churches 
already established. Through the influence of false 
teachers who had arisen among the believers in 
Jerusalem, division, heresy, and sensualism were 
rapidly gaining ground among the believers in Ga¬ 
latia. These false teachers were mingling Jewish 
traditions with the truths of the gospel. Ignoring 
the decision of the general council at Jerusalem, 
they urged upon the Gentile converts the observ¬ 
ance of the ceremonial law. 



Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, 1911: 383. 


106 Editorial, "Though it is true that the great subject in the book of Galatians." Review and Herald, 76 (1899): 
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107 White, E.G. Ms 87, 1900; EGW 1888, 4(201), 1900: 1725. 

108 White, E.G. Lt 179, 1902; EGW 1888, 4(211), 1902: 1796. 

109 White, E.G. The Acts of the Apostles. (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1911): 383. 
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5.6. A "New Light" was not new at all. 

It is important to know that during the Conference in Minneapolis or soon after it Ellen 
White herself stated that there was no new light at all and she had already promoted a truth 
about 'Righteousness of Christ' and 'Justification by Faith' for many years. 

Let's read her letter: "Elder E. J. Waggoner had the privilege granted him of speaking 
plainly and presenting his views upon justification by faith and the righteousness of Christ 
in relation to the law. <...> This was not new light to me for it had come to me from higher 
authority for the last forty-four years, and I had presented it to our people by pen and voice 
in the testimonies of His Spirit" (1888). 110 

When decades have passed since the Minneapolis Conference some of the brothers 
began asking questions about a 'new light' presented by Jones and Waggoner. The main 
questions were as followings: Did these young brothers bring a new light? What was the 
main difference between understanding of Righteousness by Faith before 1888 and after? 
Could we say that Ellen White being a prophet was behind Jones and Waggoner and got a 
new light from the young elders, but not directly from God's revelation? 

In answer these questions officials of the SDA church repeated several times: there was 
no new light at the conference. All messages provided by Jones and Waggoner had been 
presented at Ellen White's writings and church documents. Arthur W. Spalding said, that 
"they had nothing which Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy do not have". * 111 Arthur L. White, 
being a Member of the Board and a Secretary of Ellen White Estate, a grandson of Ellen 
and James White, explained in the letter <...> at the article "Be Zealous and Repent" 
(1890), when Ellen White wrote "Messenger" and "the Message" she meant not Jones and 
Waggoner and their message on Righteousness by Faith, but she pointed on herself as a 
Messenger, and her testimony as the Message. 112 

At another letter the same Arthur White wrote: "The teaching on righteousness by faith 
is set forth clearly by Sister White in her many books <...> To Sister White righteousness 
by faith was a very simple experience, not the involved and complicated experience that 
some would try to make it <...> Elder A. V. Olson has been study to some of these matters 
<...> he does not see in Jones and Waggoner presentation that which is different from 
what we hold and teach today as a denomination". 113 


110 White, E.G. Ms 24, 1888; EGW1888, 1(24), 1888:212. 

111 Spalding, 1952. 

112 White, Arthur L. "Misapplication of E. G. White Statements." Further Appraisal of the Manuscript: “1888-Re- 
Examined”. (Takoma Park, Washington, DC: General Conference, 1958), September: 28-29. 
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In 1979, on behalf of Ellen White Estate, Brother Paul W. Bradley wrote: "It is true that 
Ellen White had many favorable words to say about the sermons of A. T. Jones and E. J. 
Waggoner because they were brought to the church at a time when the church needed this 
type of instruction <...> I feel certain that we have so much good matter found in the writings 
of Ellen G. White that it is not necessary to go back to Jones and Waggoner, resurrect what 
they said and feel that this is the present truth for this time". 114 

Conclusion: 

After reading all the quotations from Butler's letter, Ellen White writings, and other 
witnesses presented above, the story of Minneapolis Conference received a new explanation. 
The cause of the spiritual crisis in 1888 was not due to the leaders of the SDA church, but 
due to Ellen White, who claimed her to be a God's Prophet or Messenger but didn't support 
her status accordingly. Her silence and changeable view on the Law from the Epistle to the 
Galatians served as the basis for the rejection of her Testimonies. Temporary Ellen White 
promoted an idea on the "precious light" suggested by elders Jones and Waggoner, but it 
was not a new message for herself and the church. 



Arthur G. Daniells (1858-1935). 


In spite of losing her authority among the representatives of the church leaders who 
attended the conference in 1888 and her departure for Australia, Ellen White had got a 
victory in the face of the whole church. In September 1900 she returned from Australia 
back to America. 115 In the spring of the next year Ellen White was invited to take part at the 


114 Bradley, Paul W. Answer to Brother. (Washington, DC: 1979), Mar 22 [Q & A 16-C-1a]. {509,15 th Street SE, 
Jamestown, ND, 58401 - this address belonged to the North Dakota Conference. [SDA Year Book, 1980: 78]. 

115 Irwin, Geo. A. "The following telegram, which is good news to thousands, and which will answer many 
questions, was received last Friday, at 3: 50 P. M. - San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 21, 1900. - Sister White and 
party arrived this morning in good condition." - Review and Gerald, 77 (1900): 624. 
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meeting that preceded General Conference, where Elder Arthur G. Daniells, who had 
recently come from Australia, was in the chair. 116 The same Arthur G. Daniells was elected 
as a new President of the General Conference of the SDA. 117 After that event Ellen White 
had to deny her active role in the last presidential election, 118 nevertheless she again 
became as popular as she was before the crisis of 1888. 



Taylor G. Bunch (1885-1969) 


Robert J Wieland (1916-2011). 


Unfortunately, in tne later years tne illusory victory led to the revival of the unsolved 
church problem again and again. In 40 years after the Minneapolis Conference Elder 
Taylor G. Bunch compared the SDA church of 1888 with Israel at Kadesh-Barnea where 
they rejected a report of Joshua and Caleb. 119 In 1950 a new movement "1888 Re¬ 
examined" was started by Robert J. Wieland and Donald K. Short, who called the SDA 
church to repentance, 120 etc. Actually until now majority of the SDA church members still 
remember a false story about rejection of God's precious message and they are still in 
darkness regarding the famous event that took place 130 years ago. 
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